INTRODUCTORY

answer from authority, one is compelled to try to find
the answer oneself. In this book I try to answer the
questions: What, in theory and in fact, is modern demo-
cracy? What is democratic freedom? Is it valuable?
And if so, can it be retained? And how can it be
retained? Has the "defence of democracy' a valuable
meaning? And if it has, how can I, as an individual,
help in the defence?

These questions, and many others that are impli-
cated in them, I have tried to answer to the best of
my ability. I am nothing more than an average
Englishman who has been compelled to dig to discover
his own foundations. It is an untidy job, at best.
But I think I have found them. Whether I can build
on them is another matter.
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PS. The German seizure of Czecho-Slovakia took
place after this book was written. Since the book is
concerned with principles, no attempt has been made
to bring Chaps, xiv and xv cup to date5.